
 
 

 

 

New Jersey Primary Elections Reference Sheet 
Use this reference sheet to ensure you have a plan to vote which includes knowing election 

dates and deadlines, methods of voting, as well as confirming your voter registration and polling 
location. Find more info on voting plans and their importance here.  

All election info courtesy of Vote.NJ.Gov 

Primary Election Dates and Deadlines (More election deadline info here) 

 May 16 - Voter Registration Deadline for the Primary Election  

 May 30 - Deadline to apply for a Mail-In Ballot by Mail for Primary Election  

 June 2 – June 4 - Early Voting Period  

 June 5 – by 3:00 p.m. - Deadline for In-Person Mail-In Ballot Applications for Primary Election  

 June 6 - Primary Election Day  

 June 6 - Deadline for Post Office Receipt of Mail-In Ballots from the Primary Election 

 June 12 - Deadline for Receipt of Mailed Postmarked Mail-In Ballots to County Boards of Election  

 June 17 - Deadline for Receipt of Cure Form to County Boards of Election  

 

• How to Check Voter Registration: https://voter.svrs.nj.gov/registration-check 

• Vote-By-Mail Information: https://nj.gov/state/elections/vote-by-mail.shtml 

• Checking Polling Locations: https://nj.gov/state/elections/vote-polling-location.shtml 

• Secure Ballot Drop Boxes: https://nj.gov/state/elections/vote-secure-drop-boxes.shtml 

• Track My Ballot (related to Vote-By-Mail): https://nj.gov/state/elections/vote-track-my-ballot.shtml 

• Early Voting Information: https://nj.gov/state/elections/vote-early-voting.shtml 

• Voter Education Videos: https://nj.gov/state/elections/voter-education.shtml 

• Certified Election Result Information 

o https://nj.gov/state/elections/vote-3-ways-to-vote.shtml 

o https://nj.gov/state/elections/doe-publications.shtml#flyer-3-ways-vote 

 

 

https://www.ncjw.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Create-a-Voting-Plan.pdf
https://www.state.nj.us/state/elections/assets/pdf/chrons/2023-chron-general-election.pdf
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fvoter.svrs.nj.gov%2fregistration-check&c=E,1,Kp5izhSkXF1h4vfo69-vLfMxS8nqzWmrPC5jCqw4GIB-xjzj2a8d0ppYNcI65-WnNhmuExNh46LjgccqlDIxSG8xrBHw0Hu6sLlz9QKN&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fnj.gov%2fstate%2felections%2fvote-by-mail.shtml&c=E,1,036WZlFiPpjU5Wl5_hgDkGhc1Eb-B2PPEO5TxFps6PBxaoi-ig-4pLaD5drQPHSoEjjK3tMnfCLt-YTno_6176u169EZ1sHT5KuihtiWiveXSDz5AeY,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fnj.gov%2fstate%2felections%2fvote-polling-location.shtml&c=E,1,oyFrejdzEa8myPGkmcIpjmwgzfH6Y3sKyfoNMQibGWzT9h6pljWSKVY9ATwZ4gCIER9vmlrfAs9lOEwvNwIDWMJ9fjcooEwTfOsLj1nkacKuRJeb_4Hz&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fnj.gov%2fstate%2felections%2fvote-secure-drop-boxes.shtml&c=E,1,IqNl8iJ34tRReBKkPl_qdfE7l0MKqgFWRaYvCyLKjPwDgOfMzxf_IbuURuaSqpUjRUCFJuAX2c9Shggn-NopMf6gJnniXrgFgI20SM-eoxg7Gq6TNO9v7DZKBLg,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fnj.gov%2fstate%2felections%2fvote-track-my-ballot.shtml&c=E,1,XB2iek63YvPbOmwBBX-5JyR7Dr6QmTg0hhkn9J4az-8F2WPOd-O_OiqwYkv-b73VXOU7xlCTgm-P6jBs1lSJ4KFmH6PfI_6DKvxBiNotYw4h7465_IBWz8A,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fnj.gov%2fstate%2felections%2fvote-early-voting.shtml&c=E,1,Q7O-70tFp-_uQ2391FZGSta3g3CtmyoChgfdt5ZnO_1Ry141meTlU1zJk0SMtmXqSQfLI_U9jIBRLCS4KwDBnLudzfGN7FGLJM-07FZ9g5F_H7u23SO3xmgAM7VD&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fnj.gov%2fstate%2felections%2fvoter-education.shtml&c=E,1,5oyBo__3N5QSJSqy3dQr2zME8Hr6etwIFjJRMtm8xdEFsESt16jZDbOEVhs8DmYnpjdmHC6kYU2JNnNJYuHG3z8IbofCZ8kzSAPAO21dTWkNpQc0Og,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fnj.gov%2fstate%2felections%2fvote-3-ways-to-vote.shtml&c=E,1,8m0SqdOB9lTJ_U0lRDuVCCSh9ymf4AyabkDB0aIB-lfnr-idnQ1QBQLAypJ4IKHh3EixmngJfyH-QbMWiwpJvYezQbMFxgzELo6ou4Wv&typo=1
https://nj.gov/state/elections/doe-publications.shtml#flyer-3-ways-vote


 
 

 

What is a Primary election? 
Primaries are elec�ons that poli�cal par�es use to select candidates for a general elec�on. Then each party’s candidates 
run against each other in the general elec�on. New Jersey is a closed primary state. In a closed primary, voters may only 
vote in the primary of the party they are registered with. For example, a voter registered as a Republican can only vote in 
a Republican primary. Absentee voters in States that conduct closed primaries are o�en required to choose a party 
affilia�on on their voter registra�on form to par�cipate in the State’s primary elec�ons.1 

What is a General election? 
A General Elec�on is an elec�on in which determines which candidate is elected to office. Candidates for the General 
elec�on are determined by the Primary. The General Elec�on is held on the first Tuesday a�er the first Monday 
in November. Polls are open from 6AM to 8PM. 

What is Early Voting? 
In 2022, historic legisla�on established in-person early vo�ng in New Jersey. This law makes our state even more voter-
friendly and strengthens our democracy by expanding opportuni�es to exercise your right to vote. This new op�on 
allows registered voters to cast their ballot in person, using a vo�ng machine, during the designated vo�ng period prior 
to Elec�on Day. Every county will provide registered voters with this op�on for the 2023 Primary Elec�on. 

Coun�es will designate in-person early vo�ng loca�ons that will be open June 2, 2023 – June 4, 2023 (the in-person early 
vo�ng period). Hours will be Friday-Saturday, 10:00 a.m.–8:00 p.m. and Sunday, 10:00 a.m.–6:00 p.m. No appointment is 
necessary.2 

What is Vote by Mail (VBM) and what are Drop Boxes? 
Vo�ng by mail (VBM) allows you to vote safely from home instead of going to a polling place. Your local elec�on official’s 
office will send you a mail-in ballot, also known as absentee ballots. When you receive your mail-in ballot, it will also 
include direc�ons and an envelope to return your ballot. It is important to follow the direc�ons to correctly fill out your 
ballot and sign it, so your vote is counted. Depending on your county’s rules, you may need to request your ballot, or a 
ballot may be automa�cally sent to you. Many coun�es with vote by mail also provide drop boxes or secure loca�ons 
throughout the county where your ballot can be dropped off directly into the elec�on official’s custody.3  

What does it mean to “cure the forms”? 
To make sure all eligible voters have their voices heard, many states rely on ballot curing to give voters a chance to fix—
or “cure”—problems on their ballot envelope before their ballot is discarded. Importantly, voters aren’t changing their 
choices on the ballot itself. In many states that allow ballot curing, elec�on officials contact the voter directly by email, 
phone, or in some cases by mail if a ballot needs a cure. Turnaround �mes are short, and voters must provide alterna�ve 
informa�on or a new signature to verify their ballot’s eligibility.4 

 
1 htps://www.fvap.gov/uploads/FVAP/Outreach-Materials/PrimaryElec�onsFactSheet.pdf 
2 htps://www.state.nj.us/state/elec�ons/vote-early-vo�ng.shtml 
3 htps://whenweallvote.org/vo�ng101/votebymail/ 
4 htps://bipar�sanpolicy.org/blog/the-low-down-on-ballot-curing/ 


